
shown as holy before the nations through 
Israel’s restoration, His name and all that 
He is will be revealed to the Gentiles 
and the Jews! In Isaiah 41:10-12, God 
comforts Israel declaring that He is with 
her, that He will strengthen and help her, 
and will uphold her with His righteous 
right hand. But to those against Israel, 
God says He will bring on them shame 
and disgrace. If they strive with her they 
will perish. To those who contend and 
war with Israel, God will make as a non-
existent thing, they will be as nothing. 
They will lose their prominent position. 

In this passage God reveals what He will 
be doing with His people Israel. It also 
shows us what our response should be. It 
is to comfort, strengthen and encourage, 
assist and uphold the Jews as they are 
being gathered and restored back to their 
Land. We are to be a vital part of his end-
time plan!
*Reports from World Jewish Congress 
Foundation /Dateline World Jewry
 

B y  D e b o r a h  K e l l o g g

The children of Issachar, one of the twelve 
tribes of Israel, saw and understood the 
signs of the times and knew what Israel 
was to do in those times. May we be as 
Issachar, to see and understand what is 
happening in our day and know what God 
would have us do.   

Anti-Semitic rhetoric is spreading around 
the globe at an alarming rate. The majori-
ty of attacks against Jewish people are not 
usually reported and if reported receive 
very little recognition. Even though these 
things are hard to look at we must be aware 
of what is happening in our communities 
and around the world that we can under-
stand the times that we are living in. We 
must guard ourselves from being lulled to 
sleep by the seeming comfort and safety 
that most of us enjoy in the West. The 
radical Islamic agenda is accelerating and 
some mainline Christian denominations 
are pulling away from supporting Israel 
in favor of the radical Palestinian cause. 
As white supremacists and other racist 
groups look to involve themselves more 
actively in attacks against the Jewish com-
munity, we must make a choice. Where 
do we stand? What will be our response? 
What is God’s agenda in the middle of a 
sea of untruth and political propaganda? 
We have to remember that this battle is 
not just against Israel, the Jewish people 
or those who stand with them, but against 
God Himself. The God of the Bible, who 
is loving, merciful, righteous, faithful and 
just, desiring that all people would come 
to know Him as He is. He wants to reveal 
Himself that all people that they can come 
to know who Him as He is.  

It is very clear that we are in a time when 
God is testing hearts and scrutinizing the 
governments of nations, watching their 
response to His work of restoring Israel 
and His chosen people.  In Ezekiel 20:41-
44, God says through Ezekiel, “I will 
accept you as a sweet aroma when I bring 
you out from the peoples and gather you 
out of the countries where you have been 
scattered; and I will be hallowed in you 
before the Gentiles. Then you shall know 
that I am the LORD, when I bring you 
into the land of Israel, into the country 
for which I lifted My hand in an oath to 
give to your fathers…Then you shall know 
I am the LORD, when I have dealt with 
you for My names sake…” God will be 

KNOW THE SIGNS and THE TIMES

An anti-Semitic dis-
course on Israel has 

emerged in Argentina in the last 
few years. It ranges from the use of 
traditional anti-Semitic motifs (the 
Jews’ alleged killing of Christ, evoca-
tion of the blood libel, and compar-
ing Israel to a cancer) to banaliza-
tion of the Holocaust and denial of 
the right of Israel and the Zionist 
movement to exist.

Edmonton’s oldest syna-
gogue was vandalized 

hours before a 100th 
anniversary celebration.

 Right-wing extremists were active 
across the country. Swastikas and 
Nazi-related symbols continued to 
feature prominently in vandalism 
incidents recorded from coast to 
coast...Inflammatory anti-Israel cam-
paigns continue to be mounted, with 
events demonizing the Jewish state 
and delegitimizing its existence. At 
York University a rally against Israel 
with posters describing it as an apart-
heid state was allowed to proceed in 
a central location. 

The extremely anti-
Israel/anti-Zionist 

stand of the government, backed 
by the official and semi-official 
media, has given rise to a trend in 
Venezuela of demonizing the State 
of Israel…Venezuelan secret police 
raided the main Jewish community 
center in Caracus. According to the 
government, the security services 
were searching for weapons and 
explosives. It has been described as 
“an unjustified act of hostility and 
intimidation.” 

The growing presence in the 
country of radical Islamic 

groups and, to a certain extent, racist 
skinheads, poses an increasing threat 
to the Jewish community… The 
influence of Islamic leaders in Latin 
America is of great concern to Jewish 
communities in the region.

Israel-Palestine 2007-2008 
Mission study prepared by the 

United Methodist Church, “likens Jews 
to “monsters” and compares the actions 
of Israelis to Nazis, the group said. The 
ADL also criticized the report for using 
the word “terrorism“to describe Israeli 
actions, while the actions of Palestinian 
Arabs are described as “activism.”

By E.B. Solomont, New York Sun

Swastikas, hate mail and noose 
directed at Jewish professors at 
Columbia University.  A high number 
of anti-Semitic acts on college cam-
puses and at middle and high schools 
have been reported. 

Anti-Semitic activity increased 
significantly…an escalation in 

attacks against Jewish homes and syna-
gogues, anti-Semitic expressions and 
demands for the destruction of Israel 
on Brazilian web pages, and especially 
in blogs…. Ads featuring pictures of 
a smiling Adolf Hitler were plastered 
across Brazil with the slogan “A smile 
can change the world”. The Israeli 
ambassador entered a complaint.  


